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PREFACE

With the publication of this issue of tikeviewthe backlog of arrears, relatingttoe
pre-1968 period, has been cleared. We have now a running series from52963
197172. Work on the subsequent issues is in different stages of preparation, addevoul
completed soon. As usual, this issue owes much to the contributions made by the
organizations outside the Survey viz. universities, research institutions, including the Tata
Institute of Fundamental Research, and the various State DepartiwieAtshaeology!
am deeply beholden to each one of the contributors. | am also thankful to the shaff of
Survey who have helped me in the production of this issue.

M. N. DESHPANDE

New Delhi
1 December 1975






VILI.

VIIL.

XI.

CONTENTS

PAGE

Explorations and Excavations .

Andhra Pradesh, 1; Assam, 3; Blhar 6 Chandlgarh 7, Gurarat 8 Haryana 11; Himachal
Pradesh, 14; Jammu and Kashmlr 16; Kerala, 17; Mad_hya Pradesh, 17; Madras, 20;
Maharashtra, 22; Mysore, 27; Orissa, 29; Punjab, 30; Rajasthan, 30; Uttar Pradesh, 33;
West Bengal, 44.

Epigraphy 49
Sanskritic ad Dravidic mscrrptrons 49,
Andhra Pradesh, 49; Gujarat, 49; Himachal Pradesh, 49, Kerala, 49; Madhya
Pradesh, 50; Madras, 50; Maharashtra, 52; Mysore, 52; Rajasthan, 53; Uttar
Pradesh, 53. Arabic and Persian
inscriptions, 54.
Andhra Pradesh, 54; Gujarat, 55; Madhya Pradesh, 56; Madras, 57; Maharashtra, 58;
Rajasthan, 59; Uttar Pradesh, 61.

Numismatics and treasutove ... 62
Andhra Pradesh, 62; Bihar, 62; Kar®2, Madhya Pradesh, 62; Maharashtra, 63;
Manipur, 64; Mysore, 64; Rajasthan, 64; Uttar Pradesh, 64.

Other Important Discoveries : s 65
Andhra Pradesh, 65; Gujarat, 65 Haryana, 65; dieameh Kashmir, 65; Kerala, 66;
Madhya Pradesh, 66; Mysore, 67; Orlssa, 67; Punjab, 68; Rajasthan, 68; Uttar Pradesh, 68.

Radiocarbon dates 69
Bihar, 69; Madhya Pradesh, 69 Maharashtra 70; Mysore 71 Rajasthan 71 Uttar
Pradesh 72 West Bengal, 72.

Museums 74

Architectural Survey of temples ... 84
Soutlern Region, 84.

Preservation of monuments . 87
Monuments of National Importance 87.
Central Circle, 87; Eastern Circle, 88; Frontier Circle, 88; -édstern Circle, 89;
Northern Circle, 89; Nortlvestern CircIe, 91; Southern Circle, 92; Sadbtern
Circle, 92; Southwveatern Circle, 94; Western Circle, 94.
Monuments maintained by States, 96.
Andhra Pradesh, 96; Assam, 97; Gujarat, 98; Madhya Pradedlia@@rashtra, 99;
Madras, 100; Mysore, 100; Orissa, 100; Rajasthan, 100.

Archaeological Chemistry .. 101

Treatment of monuments and parntrngs '101.
Andhra Pradesh, 101; Bihar, 101; Delhi, 101; Himachal Prade8h, Madhya
Pradesh, 102; Madras, 102; Maharashtra, 103; Mysore, 103; Orissa, 103; Punjab, 104;
Rajasthan, 104; Uttar Pradesh, 104; West Bengal, 105.

Treatment of excavated objects and museum exhibits, 105.

Analyses and research, 106.

Archaeological gardens ... AAA . . 107
Andhra Pradesh, 107; Brhar 107 Delhi, 107 Goa 108; Madhya Pradesh 108;
Maharashtra, 108; Mysore 109 Rajasthan 109; Uttar Pradesh, 110.

Publications ~ ceeeeeeeen ) ) ARA o
Publications of the Survey, 111.
Other Publications, 111.






INDIAN ARCHAEOLOGY 196667

0 A REVIEW

|. EXPLORATIONS AND EXCAVATIONS
ANDHRA PRADESH

1. EXCAVATION AT POCHAMPAD, DISTRICTADILABAD .0 The Department of Archaeo
logy and Museums, Government of Andhra Pradesh, under Shri Abdul Waheed Khan,
conducted excavation at Pochampad, during the course of which five megalithic burials
were exposed.

One of the burials consisted of a single circleloselyplanted, untrimmed granite
boulders, measuring 10*06 m in diameter, with a very heavy scatter of rubble in and around
the boulders and extending to the centre.

A 1'5-m deep pit seems to have been cut partly into the natural soil. In the south
westen quadrant, just beneath the ancient ground level, a skeleton of a horse, probably
interred as a final offering before the end of the ritual, was exposed. It is also pitbhable
the horse was buried along with the master as in the Scythian burialatnal@esia. The
gravepit was found to be roughly oblong on plan, oriented-e&sit and measuréd16 m
In length and 468 m in breadth. The bottom of the pit was levelled up by a 1tk
deposit of earth.

Of the grave goods, the distinctive megattipiottery, viz. the Blaclandred, red
and altblack wares, represented by such shapes as dishes, stands, pots and bowls, etc
were seen huddled up along the northern and southern margins of the pit.

Overlying the pottery in the central area were two skeletons, one each of a male and
female, placed in an extended position, oriented from east to west. Most of theveoees
found in a disarticulated position. The maxila and the mandible with theifr iiact,
were turned partly to right. An ivory comb was seen underneath the skullibBhand
the vertebrae, the pelvic girdle, right tibia and fibula, carpals and metacasral$ound
mixed up. The burials seem to be secondary. Iron implementsasacs$icklea chisel and a
triangular object of an indeterminate use were found in between the Sbimetimes, the
alnimaolI bones were also interred as primary offerings over the ruggeddfooe pottery was
placed.

2. EXCAVATION AT PALAVOY , DISTRICT ANANTAPUR.® Shri V. R. Reddy of the
Deccan College Po$iraduate and Research Institute, Poona, working under the guidance
of Prof H. D. Sankalia and Dr Z. D. Ansari, undertook an excavation at Palavoy, some
8 km southeast of Kalyandrug town on the Kalyanddu®harmavaram road. The
site consists of four ash mounds and a neolithic habitation. Six trenches, two each on Ash
Mounds 1 and 2, and two in the habitation area, were taken up for excavation.

On AshMound-1, one of the trenches yielded a sequence of fourteen layers belonging
to three cultural periods. Of these, the lowest one was found to{megirthic, marked by
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the occurrence of patinatéhp flakes and microliths. Period Il was neolithic in cultural
content and was represented by floors with-poss. An interesting find from the deposits,
belonging to this period, consisted of an edgaund bone axe. Other objects included
neolithic stone implements, painted pottery and blotchy grey pditaty handmade,
besides a large number of curious unbaked clay objects, a large number of fragmentary
animal bones, some of which are charred. Period |l wasmsithic and showed the

use of irm. Many floors of this Period were exposed, showing hpleses, etc.

The other trench was laid out to find out the extent of the ash mound. The
stratigraphical sequence revealed by this trench was found to be similar to that of the
earliertrench.

On AshMound-2, one trench was laid out on the neetlistern slope of the mound
and the other on the western. The former failed to give the sequence met thieh in
trenches of Mound. One of the layers, however, yielded two complete beautifuttynd
bone axes. The latter trench brought to light two burnings with a single flbetween as
against five floors of Ash Mound. The neolithic levels of this trenalso yielded two
complete ground bone axes of unequal size.

At the foot d the hill, a little to the soutieast of the Ash Moun@, there are three
habitational areas running roughly parallel to each other. With a view to finding out the
relation of the neolithic levels of the ash mounds to these areas, two small trenches were
dug up on two terraces designated &hd H2 respectively. The trench-Hbrought to
light four single urrburials, covered with bowls. The burials were found at a depth of
about 10 cm below surface. Besides pottery, both grey and painted, traces atidmabit
could be obtained in this small trench.

The trench 2 yielded a few ground stone axes, rubbing stones, sling balls, hammer
stones and a lot of pottery.

~ 3. EXPLORATION IN DISTRICT CHITTOOR.0 Dr K. D. Banerjee, Shri S. B. Lai and
Shri H. N. Singh of the Archaeological Survey of Iridigscovered Early Stone Age site
at Sirsanambedu in Taluk Kalahasti.

4. EXPLORATION IN DISTRICTSGUNTUR, KRISHNA AND MEDAK.8 The Department
of Archaeology and Museums, Government of Andhra Pradeshgrexthe following
three sites: (1) Mallepadu, in Tenali Taluk of District Guntur; (ii) Mukkolu in Masuli
patnam Taluk of District Krishna; and (iii) Alladurg of District Medak.

At Mallepadu, the occupation strata yielded sherds of the megalithic-8iaddRed,
all-black and red wares besides beads of g@etious stones like jasper, carnelian, etc.

At Mukkolu, a cutting, measuring 17.5 X 3.5 m, was laid out to expose a
long enclosure wall running in easest direction. _

At Alladurg, a shrine painted with beautiful frescoes was brought to light.
The shrine in question was buried under a huge debris of brickbats, large stone slabs and
otherlsimilar materials: On clearance it was found that the vestibule of the shrineembntai
murals.

5. EXPLORATION IN DISTRICT KURNOOLO In the course of his exploration,
Shri B. Rajarao of the Soutastern circle of the Survey discovered an ancient mound,
about four hectares in area, situated at a distance of 2 km towaldeastrof Koilkuntla.

1 This organisation will be referred to in the following pages by the term 'Survey’ only.
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Shherds oféhe red and rstipped wares of the early historical period were collected from
this mound.

Temples of Chalukyan style were found at Komarolu and Gopalunipalle of
Giddaluru taluk and Kotapadu of Koilkuntla Taluk. Temples of Vijayanagara period
were noticed at Perusomula and Koilkuntla. There are beautiful Vijayanagara paintings
depictng some important scenes from Ra@mayanan the ceiling of thenukhamandapaof
the Pandurangasvami temple at Koilkuntla. The plaster base of these paintings Isoffeeling
at some places.

6. EXPLORATION IN DISTRICT NELLORE.® Dr K. D. Banerjee, Shri S. B. Lai and
Shri H. N. Singh of the Survey discovered Early Stone Age sites at Nayudupet and Dora
varichattram in Sulurpet Taluk, and at Venkatagiri and Lallapeta in Venkatagiri Taluk.

ASSAM

7. EXPLORATION IN DISTRICT GARO HILLS.0 In continuation of the last season's work
{Indian Archaeology 196663 A Review,p.6) Prof M. C. Goswami and Dr T.G. Sharma of the
Department of Anthropology, University of Gauhati, carried out exploration in the central
and northern parts of the Garo Hills. The work was mainly confined to the-western
face of the Tura and the Arbela Ranges, which form the highest ridge, about 2,000 ft
(app 610 m) above sea level, of this area. The topography of the region isl foirme
highly serrated hills with narrow valleys and deep gorges. The basal rocks of this area
consist of gneiss and granite which are intruded at places by dykes of doleritic basalt. The
lastnamed rock, a fingrained material of dark grey colour, forms tthief raw material
for making various types of implements found in this area. In the Tura area and further
south and west, these basal rocks are overlain by sandstone, limestone and clay,
all belonging to the Tertiary series.

The area is very rich in prehistoric finds. Stone tools and pottery were collected from
many hilktops. For instance, a site called Rongru Abri yielded over 300 stone tools and a
large number of potsherds on a partial search of the cliff and the slopesudh search
was not possible due to thick jungle that still covers the major part of the site.

The sites explored in this season are: (1) Matchakolgiri, about 5 km to theasirth
of Tura town on the Tur®hulbari Road; (ii) Ganolgiri, about 10 km teetnorthof Tura
in the valley of the Rongram river; (iii) Rongram, about 16 km to the norftudd in the
valley of the Rongram river; (iv) Rengchangiri, about 3 km to the ed®bofram on the
RongramRongjeng Road; (v) Rongru Abri, about 3 km to tlogith of Rengchangiri;

(vi) Chitra Abri, about 1 km to the south of the above site; amiyiRongdu, about
3 km to the soutleast of Rongjeng in the nordastern part of th€aro Hills.

Of these, the lastamed site deserves special attention, sinceh®ffitst time in
Assam, stone tools resembling palaeolithic choppers (fig. 1) and scrappers were discovered.
The site lies on the southern bank of the Rengshi river where the altitude of the hills rises to
a height of about 2,@0ft (app. 610 m). Here, the river cuts a deep gorge. In thevaliey,
at least three terraces could be noticed, the upper one, which rises to a height of

! This publication will be referred to in the following pages by the year only.
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CM
Fig. 1

about60 m above the rivebed, yielded a tool, probably a chopping tool. A flake tool
(fig. 1), probably a scraper, was obtained from the lower terrace. The former is made on a
lump of sandstone. The tool heavily patinated and shows considerable degremapf roll
Alternate flakings giving rise_to a sinuous edge, a character usually associated with a
chopping tookre present on the tool. The latter tool is made on a flake of quartzite.

The collection from other sites "consisted of neolithic stone axes aed,agtinding
tonej3 and pottery.

All the artifacts have been found on the surface of thosb# which were clearddr
shifting cultivation. These were apparently exposed due to erosion of the soil (cultural
layer). Some tools were found fully or partly exposed on the top of the ridge, but their
greater concentration is noticed at the lower level of the slope and in the bed of the gullies
and runnels flowing down the cliff. All the tools, made on doleriticaliagre heavily
weathered giving rise to a reddish brown patina that simulates ferruginous sandstone.
Some of the crudely chipped axes, are so much corroded that only a thin section of the
original rock is now preserved at the core of the tool.
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Fig. 2

On typological basis, the stone tools (pl. I) found at these sites include Sumatralith
(or Hoabinhian) (fig. 2 and pl. Il A), cores, flakes, axes, adzes, hoes, long narrow celt anc
grinding stones (pi. Il B). The pottery finds from the sites consist of only sherds. difeese
found on the surface of the ground. In some cases, stone axestsner s have been found
lying side by side. By and large, the pottery is handmade and is predominantiy grey
colour. An impure clay, tempered with quartz grits, seems to have been emplottesl for
manufacture of pottery.



